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Fiji: With three world-class diving sites, the islands are an irresistible attraction to the underwater explorer
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Challenge of the rainbow corals
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was 60ft below the sur
face of the warm Fijian
sea, surrounded by a
rainbow of colours. The
soff coral, in magenta, mar
malade orange, canary yvellow
and lilac, blossomed on the
recl like flowers in a carefully
cultivated garden, the vivid
colours lluminated by shafts
of sunshine penetrating down
through the water
Tyrone, our lean, imposing
Fijian dive master, caught my
altention and invited me to see
what he'd capiured. He open-
ed his cupped hands releasing
what can best be described as
a miniature Mying carpet. If
wias a Spanish dancer, a 3cm-
kg sea slug, which normally
slithers across the recf, graz-
ing on algae, While on the reef,
this black creature with flecks
of green, blue .er purple is
uninspiring, but release it into
the open water and it becomes
entrancing. It moves by undu-
lating the sides of s body,
gracefully swirling around un-
fil it settles again on the reef,
We were diving the Rain-
bow Reel in the Somosomo
Strait, off the island of Taveuni ]
in northern Fiji. Getting to the *I e - v i
island is an adventure in itself. : f . e i #
Qantas just wanted o weigh
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i r|MI‘T' ot t ﬂlr-l“mt: ¢ Weight ”ﬂ'p ok “"‘ multicoloured “soft coral capital of the world™ off the Fiji islands. divers encounter fascinating forms of marine life, from tiny Spanish dancer slugs to huge and menacing whaler sharks
ional flight ta Fiji, but weigh

is =0 critical on Ihjt l:'i.|.:|11-!'il.':‘|F1!\'..'T right to the left of the aircrafi, world. In diving cirdles, Fiji's  coral, it has been the odd | —

aircraft that flew us on W to balance it out. But the 300or moreislandsareknown  isolated clump. In Fiji you see !

Taveuni that 1 had to be humiliation of being too heavy  as the “soft « ral capital of the  whole coral heads and reef g l Fll FJ:'I.FT BOX

weighed mysell. As if the for the right side of the plane world®. Soft corals lack the walls blanketed in s pastel iy

indignity of that was not was worth it for the aerial hard limestone skeleton but  colours. But theres more o | B The author travelled with Qantas (0345 747767), which fies
enough, once aboard the plane  views of Fyi's reefs, which make up for it in their colours. {1i1.-|:n;!: off Taveuni than coral ’ | i i1y ta Fiji via Sydney, Prices start at £1,187.

I was asked tomove from the  attract divers from all over the  Before, when ['ve seen soft  Sie-foot bronze whaler sharks. | | ™ In Fiji, Sunflower Airlines {00 670 723 06) operates fights o

Taveuns and Kandavu, A return ticket o Taveuni ensts £130,
Randavu E76. The pourney 1o Beuga is by boat. organised
through the Marlin Bayv Fesor,

menacingly cruising the reef,
are a frequent sight. And there
are goby fish, which have a
fascinating symbiotic relation-
ship with shrimps.

1 W An overndght stay i3 normal on arrival ot Fiji's international
| .Ill'|.'r|:lr'l at Madi. The Royal Denarau {8 H7 T50 000 quobes
| E180 a night bt discounts are normally availahle,

W The author stayed at Dive Taveuni. the Marlin Bay Resort

| and Dive kandavu. Aceommodation. meals and a two-tank

|. dive costs E160 & day at Dive Taveund {00 6749 S50 441). Al the
Marlin Bay Resort {00 679 304 042) on Bega, the same package

costs L1660, At THve Kandavu (00 679 311 780} the cost is £100

he shrimp and the
goby share a tunnel in
coral rubble on the
seabed. It's the
shrmp which digs the mnnel
but, with poor vision, it relies
on the 'i.{-:lh".' L] kr.'l.‘|'r a look oot
for danger. If vou creep up on
them. you can see the unlikely
couple playmg Mrand Mrs at
the mouth of their home, the
shrimp carefully resting one of
its long antennae on the fish so
that 1f knows when to follow its
partner into the burrow for a
st retreal
| Taveuni has one of the miost

] W Dive packages ti Fiji can also be armanged through Scuba
Salars (452 T4 and [laves & Jarvis (009]-222 TE4M. H&S
offers a one-wesl holsday st Taveund Framm £1.749. imclading
flights. full-board accommodation and dives

W When b p: Aay o October is the bet time; it is cooler, less
humid anmd for divers the visibiliny is better

B Health: Fiji is free of most tropical diseases, including
malaria, bt tetanus, polo, rvphoid and hepatitis A
immunisations are recormmended. Check with your GIP first,
B Moaey: There are two Fijian dollars to the peunal, Credit
cards are accepied at all resons

B Eeading The Travel Bookshop (0171-220 52608 recommends
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GH as far away from it all as you pnssihh L N | Ive  ever visited. “Dive [SEEEESESEREEEE '1’““ E(ﬁ'.h’;’fl-’:é‘f ﬁﬂi:;if;ﬂr’::f|r;k:h.:j:.:1n::m1::ﬂ{::::,[::rzr;nw'h
E'“?' zaa]ﬂﬂd : ; i Taveuni” f‘“'""""""ﬂ_““:': only  [ESESE ' : j The Happy Fsles of Oceania, by Paul Theroux (Penguin, £6.99)
! 12 guests and 15 on a difftop, S==SarC ail Fifi Travel Survival Kif (Lonely Planet, £5.99).
- T - with spectacular vistas over  Sunset on Fiji. and a beacon is lit to beckon the tourists i
IHCIudlng F,]’ e a trop’cal | the Somosomo Strait to Fijis
§ | second largest island Vanua weeks before the ceremony. comes from Fiji's national tling appearance of muddy happy to gaze up into the dark
-~ . Levu. The eveming meal 1s Ihe third of Fijis leading beverage: vagona, or kava, water. When ldranka coconut  skies watching out for the
para 'se On t e WaY' eaten on -an veranda. with dive sites is off the island of Virtually every Fijian indulges  shell full of the peppery tasting  occasional shooting star which
stunning views of Fiji's South Kandawvu. One dive here is  in kava-drinking sessions. bur  grog. [ found it also had the left an ephemeral irail of light
NEW ZEALAND GETS YOU THE FABULOUS FIN ISLANDS B | Sea sunsels. With suchasmall  called “The Evil Trench™ and  the brew in Kandavu is reput-  same gritty texture of muddy  in its wake, and wondering
AWAY FROM IT ALL: ﬁmmd'ﬂ"ﬂ*'--l":: Bl { | number of guests ar the table, involves descending 2006, Ir's  edly the strongest. water. But Dan and our five what my next day of diving
mih:ﬂmm-m. WL::;?EP;W&FIT:H ; :ir.-‘\. rr‘:m'l.' like ||:|'p'|r||g a dfr_'.ru_'r "'||:-1 Zl'l‘jr_l|lll' [‘.lil'!!-'r'l.";l".l.'l.l._ vt . : . other _|'lji:L|| n:j:'|:|'|].'..||'!!_] mates had in \.'i|.:-r|,-.
hscaticss Ik package weih veroon @ | party than a meal at a holiday  those who are either stupid or y introcduction to  loved it. We zat in a cirde, and
Waliing, acing, sasta TS, S T resort, brave enough o make the it came through round and round went the MARTIN POPPLEWELL
dovny. biride Touri, e "':_-"ﬂ - : Diving is not limited to journcy are rewarded with our mellow Fji-  coconut  shell untl | had
ﬁ:c:-'!:ﬁ!uq_qm ;,:'Fi”.;';,m.'m"" T'u'.-;"u:uni. Fiji has two other bres athiaking views. ¥ A an dive guide, gulped down 12 cups. e
gty i T P N A workd-class dive sites which 'he dive takes you through  Dan. The kava ceremony took To my intense disappoint
g, revndenr s ateratvey. pop i ; have only recently opened. Six  a tunnel 60ft long and more  place at his village bencath the  ment. | experienced no after- TR
t‘-ﬂ'-f_'*ﬂﬁﬂ!ﬂ'ihﬂ-n ard #k i miiles south of the main island  than 306 hll..’l.. and ends inan  stauesgue coconul palms and effects. Ohhers have talked of E_.'ff,l'ﬂ'."ﬂ'f{"
R of Vit Levu 15 Beqa, set in a  archway the size of London's  within carshot of the waves fuzry headedness, amd even
- i | large J<_|1_.=.Lru:1 WhL;:]'n_ has 1000 Marble Arch. Theexhilaration  gently 'I:n:r;-:ni-ting-:-n_ thi= 'm-:|._'h. miikd ru_phuriu I was just left
[ L —— S & | dive sites, and offers the as you fly through this huge The sun was just setting wondering what effect the |
Please rush me your FREE Information Pack B | challenge o sWirm with oCean- ||ud,.-r-.-.5|r.-.- structure is in-  over the horizon as one of kava would have on my diges- |
5 i white tip sharks, Bega is  tense. The whole experience is  Dan’s relatives started prepar-  tive sysitem {
MM . . Auddresy e ¥ . also the home of hips hre  énhanced by IIiIr‘n-:._!-.'r'l naree-  ing our brew. The Process But there was miuch (o enioy Far & bipoan itinacary by Fij o T
Tt Postrod ! | walkers, who tread red hot sis, a phenomenon which oc-  involved the brown pulverised  in the ceremony. By the tirme ot el el
Opan 7 duys Senvd b Dept. TTFY, Travelbag. 12 Migh Street, Alien, Hams, GU34 184 ] | siones withoul burning them-  curs when divers descend into oot of the kava plant being  we'd reached our tenth cup the Tel: 01284 762255
| selves. The traditonal cere- deep water and absorb sucha  strained through a linen bag  stars were out and Dan and Fax: 01284 TES011
H ﬂmlmmq- | 011497 0515 | 0174-287 5556 | mony is steeped in taboo and  large amount of nitrogen into  into a large ancient-looking  his friends had picked up their Ty =
M iy Sy FTEET W B . f.',‘ﬂl':n':' custom, with the men not their bodies that it makes them  wooden bowl guitars and were singing | ,|:1,‘1',';'1."i1':"r,f|'-|! .
---I' P Sere<t Londen, WCER GF ealing coconuils or having any  feel drunk. The result was a light-  along o Fijian love songs. As RS TERE A T ATk e 3
. § Officialy Appoisted @8 ALR MEWY ZEALAMD Agent contact with women for two The atheer high on Kandava  brown liguid with the unset- they strummed away | was -
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