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t was pitch black, and |

was deep beneath the

surface of the sea, vet |

could  see  stars  all
around. With each kick of my
ling the stars swirled into
exstence.  tumbling  around
mi, fading as fast as they had
been born.

It was hisluminescence, a
natural phenomenon, which
CAUSCE Marne OMganisms o
glow when agitated. 1 could
have stayed for hours watche
ing my movemonis leave a
tradl of star dust behind. bt
there were more pressing mat-
fers on my mind.

Forty feet below, the biols-
minescenice was illuminating
the outline of something huge
Killer whales had been spotied
only our days earlher. Were
they now 0 pay a night-h
wig? Or was the cis
playing tricks with my mind?
Perhaps the ominous shadow
was jusl a large shoal of fish

packed close ogether. | shone
my torch dewn. Mothing
showed. It was a shoal of fish,
I comvineed myyself.

The light-show was not com-
poscd of besluminescence
alonc. Flashlight fish — ihe
underwater eguivalent of fire
fics — daried 1n and out of the
coral. Then there were our
own uniderwater Lights: direct-
ed #t the reef wall, the
illuminated the oranges, reds
and whitess of the coral gar-
dens. Against this blaze of
alowr, § feothall-vre Wack
and white lion fish with Qs
ostentatious featherlike dis-

i;}(aynf poisan-tip fins, ambled

We were diving a site called
Lekuan 3. This = one of more
than X in the Dunaken nat-
imal marine reserve off Ma-
nado on the Indonesian island
of Sulawesi. The itland is a
the centre of the area that
marine biologists credit with
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fly from London or Manchester (thanks to our links with British Airways). Call 0541 550 066 or see your travel agent foor a brochure.
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It doesn’t cost a fortune to holiday in the Far East. You can go to Thailand, Singapore or Bali and stay in a 3*** hotel. Pridces start from £469 for
5 nights and £537 for 10 nighes, with the kids going for half price. Book before 31st July for ravel between 15t July annd 315t October and
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the most diverse coral ecosyvs-
iems in the workd. Indonesia
acoounits for about 15 per cent
of the worlds reefs. Thires
thousand species of fish popu-
ke the waters, and the diving
is world class.

Scuba enthusiasis come o
Manado for its wall diving.
Jurst off the shore the reel Turns
;’heﬂ'lm‘!ldinll.a'r and it a \.Iwu.'r
drop to the bottom, hundneds
of fzet below, Diving a wall is
like skydiving in slow motion
and In Manado there's lois 1o
bk @t on the way down

Colubrine s=a smakes, with
ehra-crossing bands, are a
frequent sight. You'll see them
searching the coral crevices
like terriers &t fox  holes
looking for prey. If they bire
VO re 10 Iroulle
the poison is one of

*Scuba

Flashlight fish and
flamboyant funerals

imlands |leading  attraction
cemeterics and  elabhorane
funcral oeremonies. [ YOI
Want a sum, sea and sand
hotiday, stop reading. 1f you
WAt W0 see cerermony. ritual
and culture, visit Torajaland.

The funeral ceremonies of
Toraja are big evenis, invoke-
ing large numbers of people,
eolour and rinal sacrifice. If
the dend are no given a
proper  send-off. the Toraja
Belese the ~.pir|r will hring
misfortune to the family. Cere-
mnnies last or days anad stari
with chantnng and singing.
They end with young men
holdimg kick-fighting contesis,
wiormen dressed in black and
thee air filled with the sownd of
|:"iﬂ'q. m::||,.|i,".:|'|1n|,: as they are
slaughtersd. Tourists are wel
come at virtually every aspect
of the funeral ceremony: as
visitors, they add to the impor-
tance of it all.

It is a hizarre place o visi
Onie moening | was enjosing a

light hreakfast ar a sl
!:un:l:r-:rl:lrl hatel. when the
T Came running. “Come

quickly. we're poing o kill a
buffala out the back for my
grandmothers funcral.” she
sand.

by in Torajaland would
you be invited by oyvour hode]
(WTHET T ul'!.'lnn:l wiatkch a water
buffale having its throal cu
Bul i1 was the cemcienies of
Toraja which fascinated me
most. Until a few years agn,
babees which diemd
within a weck of

Barracuda hang around in
the shalloas, offen having
their tecth picked ar by atien-
five cleaner wrasses, The siu-
pid-looking puffer fish don't <o
much swim as bumble about.
confident thar their abilicy to
ewell o the e of a balloon
will put off the sharks

Youll ofien =oe turiles, a
vard long with doleful eyes
On one occasion. Kik. our
skinny Indonesian  guide,
pointed owut & hawksbill pad-
dlimg by, its shell gleaming in
the sun

For me. the mosl memora-

| hle experience of all came after

a dive. | was floating alone on
the surface waiting for the
boat o pck me up, when |
spotied a school abowut 33
dolphins 50t away. | paddied
ipwards them but never made
it. Two dalphins broke away
and came over o check me

| opant. We were within feet of

each other, cose enough for
ench to study the other with

inbense curiosity on both sides

Dhving has only rmecently

| started attracting tourists o

Torajaland. Before the under-
water life. death was the

the deadliest hirth were barisd
ke fo0 man in holes carved our
but they're mot ag- of living trees, It s
L;{ri;ﬁ}:-:-'r snll. one IfW'ErS ol L::md:_ng by a
L i gave mc a &) Ifec KiWraang ok
| fright H.J:LL"- ':l come hEI'E ECAINE r:mu.:n--.l
wam o within 20 thi "rr]j, ol a dead
of my face mask, fL'Il' thE infani.
Like most reefs, For many Tora-
| the fish dominate wall ja adults, their hast
Sochools of vellonw- = a rcﬂing—]‘-law s a
hacked fusiliers dl'h'lﬂg’ omb cut out of a
tear back and forth sheer limesione
along the walls cliff [ace. The high-

e the sans of the dexd. the
higher up the ¢t they o
Some are buried 200ft up with
B owosden door semhng the
enfrance 1o the tomb

Most haunting are the fuag
riwd, baloonies of wooden effi-
g of the dead. They stand
with oulsireiched hands in
werandas besides the clill-fame
b, Carver] from J::L'kfﬂll'[
trecs, the statwes are rancly
made mowasdavs, and then
only for hgh-ranking imdmned-
wa s, They serve Pwo purposes
1o guard the inmbs and o acl
as a receplacle for the soul of
the dead. They make an eere
sight, dressed in their [aded
wi | {nly’ hh:r'l*-. with IhEir’ ] ]
hags of befel nul, solemnly
gazing out across the emerakl-
Ereen rice lerraces

Ome Australian wourist was
an impressed with the wonden
ellignes that he ommmissioned
his o fra ferd. I 1l done the
gamie, | would have chosen
mintaiure scuwha Hear fiar my
cfril_n. s that myy soul could
continue diving of [ Sulawesi
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£ 10N lor three days. T

FACT FILE

B The Musantara Dive Centre [0 62 431 63955; fax 00
62 431 60365) is the main dive operation in Manado,
Packages including basic but clean aconmmaodation,
fisni] and a pwo-tank dive, are (rom £50 (o £67 a day

B Singapore Airlines Mies 1o Manado, A return ticket
from Ermerald Travel {0171-312 1700} of Golden Wings
HTI-T34 3070) costs abowt €590

B Packages to Torajaland can be organised in Ujung
Pandang at the airport or any of the major hotels. They
start at about EX50 for three days. Aliernatively, calch a
Ibus from Ujwne. stay al Pa's Poppics in Toraga {0 62
0423 11215 and -rran?t- yiar 0w guidle. all Tor under
wre e 4 aumber of international
standard hotels in Ujung, including the Makassar
Gate Beach Hotel (00 62 410 325701}, from €45 a night.

B Recommended immunisations ane belanus,
diphtheria, tvphoid and hepatitis A, Malarial
prophylactics are alun advised

B The dry season is from May to Oclober. Duning
July and Augusi Torajaland is erowded and expensive

W Explorers Touwrs {01753 65199 can arrange package
tours diving in Manado and touring Torajaland, Asia
World Travel {01932 S200508 arranges trips (0 Toraja

B Reading Lonely Flan's Trawl Survival Kir for
Indoaesia (L14.95). Periplus Travel Guede Sulawes: The
Celebes [E11.95) Dive Sites of Indonesia by Guy

Buckles (Mew Holland Press, £15.99)
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I Wi don’t want to miss it g

0171~836 2232

19 Neal Server, Londen\WOXH 91,
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You can get to Parisin 3 hrs..}:
Shame you'll miss France.
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