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MICRONESIA: Martin Popplewell,

Where
jellyfish
never
sting

M [ was IS5 years old
when [ first saw the film
The Blue La :
From then [ ﬁ:l one aim
in life: to live on an
uninhabited Pacific
island, with just one
woman for company. Six
years ago, when | was
I8, in my year out before
university, I realised
that dream.

The story caught
Fleet Street’s imagination.
We were chased across
the world by reporters
who invaded our
“desert island”. I even
gave a live TV
interview from the Pacific
on Wogan. [t was that
adventure which first
introduced me to the
islands of Micronesia.

After six vears
away, | returned 1o
Micronesia last month,
this lime as a tourist.

E;?‘fqmld \ : 1

I WAS 60ft foor below the
surface of the Pacific, clinging
on fo a coral outcrop and
forced to forget all the rules
about never iouching the recf.,
I, and my fellow divers. had
LK 1.'hm|:|: the currcnt was
racing over us so fast thar |
was convinoed my mask was
going 1o be torm ol

It dhida take me long o

WAL NEWSFAPERS

Blue Corner — the reef dive
mmany consider to be the best in
the world.

The exhilaration of the rac-
ing current only added to the
spectacle around me. Dextér,
my friendly Palavan guide,
had told me 0 look above,
behind and bclow when diving
Blue Corner. 1 did. Never have
| seen so many fish. Someone
onee said that i was as 1if a
bomb had pone off releasing
millions of fish in the prooess.

who made news living as a castaway, returns to the islands as a tourist

water: [ saw so many different
specics within a fow minutes
that it was difficult 1o keep
cownt, Just off the coral shell, a
large school of more than a
0 silvery barracuda hung

efforilessly i the current
which rendered me S0
helpless.

But it was the E‘!lig fish, the
sharks. that were the maosi
impressivie. Mot tw, three or
even four of them, but al least
15 Gft-long grey reef sharks

ingly back and forth, often just
feet away, looking for prey.
My Japancsc dive buddy,
hanging on to the reef beside
me, fugged cagerly al my
elbow and pointed behind us.
Suspended in the water, a few
inches away from where my
fins lay, was a giant Napoleon
wrasse: a huge but harmless
fish almaost the size of 4 man,
its green and furquoise col-
ours shining from the sun-
beams penctrating the surface

decide that trip to Palau Triggers, butterfly fish, above, below and 10 my left  above. A huge eye swivelled in

was poing tn be worth it for  snappers and a school of and right. Like Tomahawk its socket, studying us inquisi-

this one dive alone. | was at  moorish  idols douded the  muissiles, they cruised menac-  tively. | later learnt that it was
v

dewu:iwmmmu:
weeklyservice from London Heath-
rie b Pieking via Central Asia, we
are able 1o offer just 20 seats per
departure at this mtroductony low
tanil. Theaman@emenl Commences
withaflighd from London Heathrow
wia Tashkent to Peking. followed by
seven mights at the 4-star Xnuan
Hotel sihuabisd in the morthwest of
[ the city which is well kocated for
muking hoth independent and or-
| tanised cocursions bothe Lineat Wall,
| Mg Tk, Surmmer Palsce, For-
bidden Cityand Peking Zoo.
Chuarirgyoner shipyran ray selec
oneofithe options.ofvisiting China's
ancient capital, X tosee the Ter-
racotta Warriors, or tovisit Shang-
hal, Suzhou and the Grand Canal.
O b oy 5 via Tashkend
wherewe transst ferabwo-night sl
with an optional cvermight tmp to
Sarrorbars], the jormner
capital of Tamburlaine the Greak,
before the returm ight to London,

The Xiyuan Hotel,

Thie Xivuan Hodel san impres
sive intermational 4-star hotel, lo-
caibed i the nortneest part of Peking
city, onby 30 kilomeires from the
airpertanda 1-rinute drive Lothe
oty centre. Faalities on the com-
plex inchede a shopping centre,
ety salon, @ and swirmming

s the Colden Waber Stream.

pool, The Xuan Hobel combines bradstsons] Cha-
e pardenarchitectureith modern delume con-
strusction. Ithas | 300 rooms. allen-suite, Thereane
anurmberof assorted restaurants and hars inchud:
inylarevobang restarant anda grand benguet hall.

The centre of Peking | Beijing) is domirated by
eyl bow roofs of the Forbidden City. Peking was
divicked inbo a nuirnber of walled seetaons or cities -
the Forhidden City being the innermmeost and the
e i pucrLaary e ot oo b E-mrpeeror Withim s
walls are six palaces other imposing edifaces in-
chude the Merdian Gale, the Hall of Supreme
Harrmcrn and the Hall of Central Harmomy aswell

e ———

" Beyondthe! Great Wall

A remarkable travel opportunity to the People’s Republic of China

including a stopover in Central Asia

Puistes MNead

‘Everythang | have heard about e beauty of this

Taahkent, room and breaklas! in Peking. seraces of I-:-cal
T '
prices oty subgn To

Optional Excursions
Thiese et e bodbeed madvanoe.

2-night Excursion to Xian
Fly to Xian for & Swo-night stey inchading
breakfast, ciby sightseeing and avisat o the Terra
cotta Ay, Tarifl £250(Single supp£15],

J-night Excursion Shanghai & Suzhou

Fhy o Shargthal forone night thentravel by rail
e Surzhou for bwo nights. Sail omthe Grand Canal
o Wiso and contmue by rail lo Nanjing to-conmect
with the return ight lo Beijing. Inclhuding break-

ol local sighilsesing maslable inand
arour the capital suchas the Greal
vall, the Valleyol the Ming Tormbs,
the Surmmer Palace, and the Forbid-
dien Clity, plustopticnal sccurdons o
Xiam (oo see the Terraoobta Warri-
orshor lo Shanghai and Suzhog,

DMy 9 Evening dipart Pelang,
arrive in Tashkent at midnight
Transher to wour hoted for a stay of
twonsghis.

Dy 10 Today there is am op-
bomal city tour of Tashkent or an
overrighl escursion toSamaskand.

Diaw 11 At leisure in Tashikent.
Depart in the evenang for London

IR,

Departure
Dates & Prices
T-lmlnn.-m-piln.anln.llu'.n FEEHTT

1594

P . 5%
Mar5, 12,1926
i —
Aprdy, 1623, Jﬂ P A
May7, 14,2128 ... £

Augs, 13, 20,27 vesesreers
Sepd. 10,17.24
=g R |

e s N : -

Singke supplerment ..o LD

Price inchsdes: retum lights, :r-nkr:-md
Drarpspeortathon, rode and breakdast |

[T T ST T s B
b Ty |, prl L, optben] enoumrsiors,
change.

[ TR I3 T

Toakey's Great Wall dates raindyfron the Ming
dhyrasty though ftwas constracied over apericd of
2. years, The main visitirgg spot is e restoned
secizon at Badaling 45 mules northseest of Peking,

Thie Ming Toemhs.are a fewmibes mom the Great
\'f'a]|.Tmarwr|;|¢nh|l.l'|:|;lHil;-1l'u:u Mlililﬂ_ng_
the 13th ermperor and the only one to have been
| excavatied: and of Chang Ling. the 3rd emperor.

Thie Temple of Henen, on Pelang’s outskins,
waswhere the Emperor made hisannual sacrifice
Thee rran sbracturnes an ithe drcular marble Alar,

| the Imperal Vault of Hexven andthe Hall of Praver
jor Good Harvest,

The Sumemer Palace [ies on the hore of Lake
Humniming, seven miks from Peking. Esplose a
murnher of the palsces and panalions, and then
perhuns bk abool acposs Uhe Lake from the Marble
Roat, built lor the Empress Dowagher O Xi a5 a
amTImeriose,

aity Btrue wrole Alexander the Great after Fas capbure
of Samarkand in 329 BC excepd that it is more beautiful
than | coukl emagne,

Thecityol Sarnarkand, cneof the oldestintheworkd,
liies s thie hanks of an irvigation canal just south of the
River Zeravahon. Excrvations on Useoulskints of boday's
Samarkamd hee revealed the secrets of ils25 centunes
of exdstencewhen it was the capital of the meghty stabe
of Bogdiana, I 1365 Tomnbuiriasne made it the capatalof
hishuge ermpire; he called it the capital ol capitals’. The
Inaildirgs created by Tamberlaine and his soccessors
stil! astonish with thedr fantastic ndhness and beauty.

Itinerary
Dy 1 We depart Lomadon Heathrow in thecvening
for Peking and fly ovemnight
Dy 2 Arvive Pekirgt and transfer to the Xuan
Hudel. Sty of seven nights.
Drages 3 - B At beisone im Pibaingd wi lha vade chaioe

faesl amad full sigghtseeing in Shanghas and Suzhdo,
Tardfl.C245 (Singdle supp £330,

1-night Excursion to Samarkand
e night From Tashbentwith gide, Tanif£75.

0171-616 1000

VIOYAGES JULES VERMNE
21 Dorsad Squt‘:ru,
London MW T HGIG
Traee| Promaolions Lid AETAYVIGE | AT S13R

'8 o e 29 e ot bedephyene nebervl iong. mrekakas
Troak Qi Lo Spim and ol weekenads from Sam fo Spr. Foe
persona’ velitoes, The olfoe howes are Mam o spm
sl il S 1 B i v Sl i rdaias.
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axustomed 1o being fed, and
was probably expecling 2
boiled ceg.

After ten minutes of garing
in wornderment at the sharks,
barracuda and wrasse, Dexter
signalled thai 11 was nme to
mowe on. The moment we let
gu of our rocks we were
plucked up by the current and
E“E]Jl :l“'vl"r'

The islands of Palau arc a
Mecca for divers from anound
the world. Blee Cormer 15 nne
of 30 dives, many of which are
world-famous,

But i’s not necessary 1o don
scuba gear to appreciate Pa-
lau's I!'!"IEHI'I'I'.II: life. The islands
contain 70 marine lakes. Each
has a uni.iﬂc coosystem but,

-rhaps, the most intriguing
Er-vr: 1]1I::ij|:]|]'ﬁ5h Ia}ws.n#'hcr:
are five of these, one of which
is regularly visited by tourists.

To get to the lakes, you have
to drag yourself up and over a
steep hill, picking your way
over jagged limestone
through thick jungle for ten
minutes, Wear tough shoes or
your feet will regret it. Then
wou swim oul through a tangle
of mangrove roods, which
encrust the shore, towards the
middie of the lake to encounter
what will be one of the mosi
bizarre experiences of your
life. Centurics of isolation
from the outside world have
caused every one of the thou-
sands of jellyfish in this lake 1o
lose the ability to sting. As a
result, you can  snorkel
through a pulsating sea of
completely harmless transiu-
cent blobs of jelly.

Its amazing. With each
breast-stroke, your hands pass
over their soft, gelatinous bod-
ies. You can cup the baby
ones, the size of a 10p coin,
in your hands amd watch
them pulsate in temporary
captivity.

The tranguil beauty of Pa-
lau makes it difficult o believe
that these islands wene once
the site of some of the most
bloody baftles of the Second
World War. The island maost
velerans visil is Pebeliu. Tt has
a population of 600 but, dur-
ing the war, 20000 Japancsc
and American soldiers disd
here in two months. Today, a
visit 1o Peleliu is worth it jusi
for the flight and the ariel
views of what must be the
maost cxquisite islands in the
Pacific.

South of Palau's capital,
Koror, all the way down
Peleliu, over a twenty 20-mile
sirefch of occan, are scattered
i Rock Islands. Like pre-
cious green jewels they rise out
of a shallow, calm sea made
up of a patchwork of turquoise
and azure. Erosion of the
limestone at sca level makes
many of the islands appear
like giant grech mushroams.

Between dives, you'll be
dropped off at onc of these
miniature paradises for lunch.
My recommendation then is
Just o lie back under a coconut
palm, listen to the chatter of
the birds in the jungle behind
v, and keep your cyes open
fior o of the giant fruit bats
which float with a lazy grace
armong the islands.

I'he only thing that will tear
you away from your reverie is
the thought of an afternoon’s
diving at Blue Cormner.

e i e e e
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IT I5 only a 45minuie jet
flight from Palau i Yap, But
the moment you step off the
plane you know vou have
arrived somewhere altogether
different

All the locals have bright-
red tecth and spit blood-red
saliva, coloured from their
addictive chewing of betel nut.
A number of the women
greeting the plane will be
topless; wearing only the tra-
ditional wraparound skirt, the
fava lava. More often than not
the friendly immigration offi-
cers will wear a garland of
fresh Mowers in their hair. A
few vears ago the islands lirst
governor proposed legislanon
banning the wearing of ties.

If you want high-rise devel-
opments and snazy heach
resorts, Yap iz not for you. If
you want to sec traditional
Pacific island culiure intact,
with sleepy coastal villages
and homes huilt oul of bam-
boo and palm thatch, this is
the place to visil.

In this forgotten comer of
the world you can see tradi-
tional dances put on for the
enjoyvment of the locals, mot for
the tourists.

However, for many people
it's nol the sailing canoes,
legendary navigators or even
betel nut which draws them 1o

S
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Yap. but the opportunity o
dive with giant manta rays,

It takes 30 minutes of skim-
ming across Yaps dolphi
crowded waters to re the
Mi1 Channel where the main
dive operators, Yap Divers.
guaraniees the presence of
manias.

Our chain-smoking Swiss
guide, Freddic, gave us our
bricfing between puffs on his
cigarette, Dive to 50T, drive up
the channel and then wait,
The mantas, he assured would
cimie o us.

Ten minutes into my dive |
wias  sitfing patently, S0
down among the rocks and
coral, by the side of the
channel, mﬁcrﬂshdﬂrlmgm
and out of the crevices around
me. Rough weather had made
the water cloudy. and scepti-
cism about my ;hg;tus of
seeing mantas ha n o
v:m':lﬂin. But 1 necdn® have
doubied.

Through the hazy water |
began to detect the outline of
something massive.  Slowly,
almost like something out of a
horror film. a gigantic bat-like
mamnita soared into view, [1 was
huge — more than 10ft across
— and heading directly o
wards me, It wasnt alone.

[ sat spellbound among the
rocks as 15 enormous ravs
cruised one after the other. ina
train, up the channel. [t was
like watching a silent under-

BERT AND JAN YATES
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Getting there |

L] The author was the
guesd of Kuvail Alraays
T 1=412 00Ty on his
Meght to Sanila
Philippincs returm
Neghts from Londan oosd
from £530. STA Travel
D171-361 6262 paid for ihe
Meghts with Confinental
M oo M arbla o
‘alaw and Yam rolurm
ghis o Palaw cost £25960.
The Might from Falaw o
Yap onsts £160 refurn STA
can arrange thikor-made
schedules and advise on
hatels

O On Palaw, the author
was the et of the Sunrise
Willa (O G0 458 4590,

oo 00 BE0 455 3155, The
Palau Diving Centre (0 |
BE0 450 4590, Fax: (0 680 485 |
1155) charges £45 (about
£55) for a two-tank diving
sesshon, with lunch

0 On Yap. rates for the
Manta Ray Bay Hotel {0
&1 350 2300, [ax 00691
350 456T) start ai $10a
mighi. A two-lank dive
with Yap Divers costs K05

] Raies ai ihe Path-

way's Hodel (00 91 350 3310,
T Oah &y 350 2064) stari

Al 585 a night,

water display of manne
Stealth bombers. The manta
at the head of the display was
now inches away from me, Iis
gaping mouth must have been
more than X across, and |
could see right inside — all iz
intricate white gill structures
on display. small fish darting
in and out to pick off parasifes.

One by one the mantas
passed effortlessly by, eventu-
ally being lost from sight. But
there was one straggler. My
buddy next 1o me, evidently
thought all the creatures had
passed, You should have seen
the look of horror on his [ace
when a 1301 ray crept up from
behind, its sinister shadow
moving just a foot above his
head

The mantas are a relatively
new attraction on the island
For many years it was Yap's
sione  money that  unsis
came o see, This currency 1s
the largest in the world and
comes in the form of huge
discs of limestone measuring
up to 20ft in diameter. Each
has a hole punched in the
middle for carrying — no casy
task: they can weigh up to five
tonnes. But the value of the
Yapese stone money is nio
determined just by its size. To
understand the value of stome
money you have 1o know
where it comes from.

Mined 300 mules away n
the islands of Palaw, it was
loaded on to barges and then
wwed by canoe o Yap, The
journey was a dangerous one,
and often lives would be lost at
sea. This would affect the
value of the money. If maore

wple died bringing it to the
island, that would add 1o iz
value. The stone money is still
in use when buying land. But
before you worry about how to
change your pounds sterling
into 12ft lumps of stone in
preparation for your holiday,
youl be relieved to know that
the US dollar is now the most
commonly used currency.
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